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still, drop the part of Beggar-King: it doesn't suit Ac likes of
you/ Then he slung his mean and tattered knapsack over his
shoulder by the strap attached to it and returning to the thres-
hold resumed his seat.
The Suitors flocked back into the hall with many a hearty
laugh and congratulation for Odysseus. 'Stranger/ they said,
"may Zeus and the other gods grant you the dearest wishes of
your heart for having stopped that glutton from begging in
Ithaca. Now we'll soon pack him off to the continent, to King
Echetus the Ogre/
Their way of putting it impressed Odysseus as a happy omen
for himself; and now Antinous presented him with a large
paunch stuffed with fat and blood, while Amphinomus picked
out a couple of loaves from a basket, put them down beside him
and drank to him from a golden cup. * Your health, my ancient
friend!v he said.(You are under the weather now; but here's to
your future happiness!'
'Amphinomus,' the wise Odysseus answered him, ^ou seem
to me to be a thoroughly decent fellow, in fact just such a son as I
should have looked for from your father, Nisus ofDulichium,
whom I have heard well spoken of as a good man and a rich one.
Now since he was your father and you strike me as being a
gentleman, I am going to be frank with you. Listen to me care-
fully.
(Of all creatures that breathe and creep about on Mother
Earth, there is none so helpless as a man. As long as heaven leaves
him in prosperity and health, he never thinks hard times are on
their way. Yet when the blessed gods have brought misfortune
on his head, he simply has to steel himself and bear it. 3h fact our
outlook upon life here on earth depends entirely on the way in
which Providence is treating us at the moment. Look at myself.
There was a time when I was marked out to be one of the lucky
ones, yet what must I do but let my own strength run away with
me and take to a life of lawless violence under the delusion that
my father and my brothers would stand by me? Let that be a
lesson to every man never to disregard the laws of god but

